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It was mid-afternoon
on June 24th, 1947.

N

! ‘NN‘
) A"'\g, '\(\» <
Kenneth Arnold was flying his
Call-Air A-2 over the skies of

Washington State, when a report
came over the radio.

A USMC C-46 Transport Airplane
had erashed near Mount Rainier.
There was a $5,000 reward for
discovering the crash site.

Arnold radioed that he might be
late arriving in Yakima. He was
going to investigate the crash.

Veering off his
original flight
path, Arnold would
change the course
of hisentire 1life.
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In the summer of 1947, the United @
States America was undergoing

tremendous change. The awesome

and terrible might of the atom

bomb had set the country on a .

track toward an escalating arms

and technology race against its -
rival, the Soviet Union.

The Marshall Plan had just formalized

the foreign policy that would come to be
known as The Cold War. The Second World

War had transformed the country into

an economic and cultural powerhouse, ®
and the American people were looking to

the future with fear and hope.

Over a few short weeks, that fear

and hope would be embodied by a strange
new symbol that would shape the decades
that followed and forever embed itself
in the cultural imagination.
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Doris in Boise, Idaho,
and owned a company
that supplied automatic
fire suppression systems #@
to businesses throughout
the American Northwest.

Growing up, Kenneth Arnold had been
an Eagle Scout and all-state football
player. He was college educated and
well-respected in his community.

He 1lived with his wife, s ~ jﬁ -

He was 32 years old when he saw
something inexplicable that would
change the course of his life.

It was 3:00pm.
The skies were clear.

Until he saw a bright FLASH of silver light.



Arnold did his best to
determine the source
of the glint of light.

He noticed DC-4
on his left rear.

And that’s when he took
notice of something strange
on the face of Mount Rainier.
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But at 15 miles away,
it was much too far
to have produced

such a blinding —
light. \-\’\

At first, he could not
believe his eyes. He
adjusted his aireraft,
to make certain the sun
wasn’t just catching

in his window.




But the strange objects
were still there.
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For a moment
he thought the

objects were a
flock of geese.

The objects moved toward
his plane, crossing in
front of him, as if they
were examining him.
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They moved strangely like a

But as he realized their size
and the altitude at which they
were flying, he guessed they
must be a new, experimental
type of aireraft.

kite caught in the wind. He would

later describe their movement

1like saucers skipping on water.

They would flip over
occasionally, briefly blinding
him with the same bright 1ight
he had noticed at the start.
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) ~— — Arnold changed course, in
~ — Tl ~— an attempt to keep his plane
\_\‘:‘\fLA\\\“ = on a parallel trajectory to

the strange aircraft.

He even opened his side

window, to make absolutely

sure that his windows weren’t
/ interfering with his vision.

The objects moved from
Mount Rainier to Mount
Adams, a distance of
about 50 miles, in one
minute and forty-two
seconds.

Arnold watched
Arnold did The objects were moving them until they
the math in roughly three times faded from view,
his head. ] faster than any known far off in the

aireraft on the planet. distance.



He talked to the other pilots at the
private airfield, explaining that he
thought he must have seen some kind
of experimental military airecraft.
Or even some kind of guided missiles.

But they agreed
that he shouldn’t
keep it to himself.

The strange sighting bewildered
Arnold and lingered in the mind
as he landed in Yakima.

The other pilots
were unnerved by
Arnold’s story.




The next day, Kenneth Arnold
arrived in Pendleton, Oregon.
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And went directly to

the local newspaper.
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But he bore all the signs
of a reliable witness.

And so, they decided to publish.
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It would be the Chicago Sun »

that gave the country a new

turn of phrase to discuss these . o i e
strange objects and create an

image that would ignite the

imagination of the country. ?
“Flying Saucers.” o
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End Chapter 1.






