There is a truth we
1 all know, on some
deep level, beyond

We live in a world
far weirder than <
most are willing to
recognize.

Strange wonders
exist around us,
defying all logic,
all reason.




o
Ot
RO

NN
And if you open your
mind to the infinite
possibilities that exist
all around vou...

...you might get to
see that weirdness
for yourself.
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I'VE NEVER SEEN
ANYTHING LIKE IT.

HoLy
SMOKES...
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Coney Island. A thin strip
of land just off the coast
of Gravesend in Brooklyn.

With the completion
of Ocean Parkway in
1876, the beachfront
sprang to life with
seedy amusements
and strange attractions
that captured the
imagination of the
largest city in

the country.

In its early vears, one of its
most notable attractions was the
Elephantine Colossus, a metal
hotel that boasted a ballroom,

a cigar room, and a well-
frequented brothel.

Like many other
Coney Island
attractions, it would
burn to the ground
just over a decade
after it was built.




A few vyears later, another elephant would come
to Coney Island. Topsy had become famous
nationwide after killing a circus spectator.
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Topsy was purchased by Sea Lion Park so that
people could come see the notorious elephant for
themselves. But she never drew m‘uch of a crowd.
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The owner of
the park wanted
to hang Topsy
and charge
admission,

but the newly
founded ASPCA
lashed out at
the park in

I THE
““HANGING
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Topsy was fed carrots
laced with 460 grams
of potassium cvanide.

the press.
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A more human and

modern death was :

determined for her. .
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And then she was ,0'4" ‘ !
led to a rig that aERIXY
would electrocute J[LWET 7
her to death. ¢

J Film Company, and 4]
¥ shown on kinetoscopes
== around the country.
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H There are many strange stories
in the history of Coney Island,
just as there are in all the

strange places of the world.
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WHAT'S 0T
YOU pLown,
KIp#

I WANTED TO
S5EE THE INSIPE OF
THAT ELEFHANT HOTEL,
BUT MY BROTHER JUST
LAUGHED IT OFF WITH
HIS FRIENDS.

I'VE SEEN
THE INSIPE.
YOU'RE NOT

MISSING
LICH.

I PON'T KNOW.
I WANTED TO
SEE SOMETHING
INTERESTING
HERE ON CONEY
ISLAND.

SOMETHING
I COULDN'T
SEE ANY
OTHER DAY.

YOU KNOW, .,

T 5AW SOMETHING
ONCE. A FEW YEARS
BACK. SITTING ON
THI5 BEACH, JUST
LIKE YOU.

SOMETHING
INCRELIBLE IN
THE cLoups.
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TS WINGS WERE
LEATHERY AND.
BLACK LIKE A BAT..
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AL TELL
You, I'p
NEVER SEEN
ANYTHING
LIKE IT,

YAND ITS LEGCS
WERE STRANGE
KICKING
THROUGH THE
AR, LIKE IT WAS |h
SOME KIND OF
FROG SWIMMING.

sanp Haven't B
EVER SINCE.”

»,3_

— o,



HUNCRELS
OF PEOPLE
SAW IT. THEY
EVEN WROTE
IT UP IN THE
WVEW YORK
TIMES,

AN AECIAL
MYBTERY,” THEY
CALLED IT.

THE PAPER SAIP

L
IT WAS PROBABLY A TRICK

FROM A LOCAL CHARLATAN,
BUT IT'S BEEN 7EN YEARS
NOW AND NOBOPY'S SHOWN
UP WITH THAT KIND OF
FLYIN&G CONTRAPTION
EVER SINCE.

I COULDN'T
TAKE MY EYES OFF
OF HIM. T WATCHED
AS HE FLEW POWN

THE COAST, PAST THE
TIP OF THE ISLAND,
AND OFF TOWARD

NEW JERSEY.

I THINK THAT'S

WHY I STILL COME
TO THIS BEACH EVSFZY

SEE SOMETHING
ELSE LIKE IT,

ANYWAYS...
KEEP YOUR
EVES OFEN,
KIg.




WORLD OUT
THERE.”

TS A WEIRD
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